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TO:

FROM:

RE:

Coa l  F i l e

PameLa  Grubaugh -L i t t i g ,

May  2L ,  1987

Reclamat ion fng ine . r#

S i te  V i s i t  t o  t rCaVe  to  Su r face r f  i n  Bea r  Canyon  Seamt

Bi l l  Ma lenc ik  and  Pamela  Grubaugh-L i t t i g  conduc ted  an
on-s i te  v i s i t  o f  the  ' r cave  to  sux facer r  d i l emma ou t l i ned  in  the
le t te r  to  John  l vh i tehead  f rom Me l  Coonrod ,  da ted  May  9 ,  1987 .
B i l l  Ma1enc ik ,  Pamela  Grubaugh-L i t t i g ,  Me l  Coonrod  and  Ken  Defa
accessed  the  t rcave  to  su r f  acer r  v ia  the  underg round  work ings .

The  r rcave  to  su r facer r  a rea  invo lved  abou t  15  fee t  o f
d isp lacement  f rom the  mine  f loo r  to  the  su r face .  Th is  even t  had
occur red  r t somet ime in  Apr i1 " .  The  a rea  has  muddy  debr i s  sca t te red
a tound  the  s i te .  I t  appears  tha t  th i s  may  have  been  a  cave  used  by
Ind ians .  (Ue l  Coonrod  s ta ted  tha t  a  r tpa leo  s tudy"  had  been  done  in
th is  a rea ,  bu t  had  no  spec i f i cs .  )

Me l  Coonrod  exp la ined  hor t  Co-0pr  s  m in ing  p rqc t i ce  i s  to
mine  to  the  ox id izeo  coh l  wh ich  i s  usuaL ly  w i th in  200  fee t  o f  the
ou tcxop .  (No te :  P la te  , -4  da ted  4 / I5 /  87 ,  d rawn by  Dan Guy  and
rece ived  5 / I t /87  a t  the  D iv i s ion ,  no ted  the  ou tc rop  l i ne  and  2001
min imum bar r le r  on  on fy  par t  o f  f i l ne  sequence.  The 200r  min imum
bar r ie r  had no t  been drawn on the  nor thern  par t  o f  the  permi t  a rea
where  the  r rcaver r  occur red .  )

Ken  Defa '  Co-op ,  sa id  tha t  he  had  ta lked  to  B i l l  Poncro f f
and /o r  John  Turne i  f ron  MSHA.  They  had  to ld  h im to  r t l eave  the  caved
area  open  as  an  escapeway  and  fence  i t  o f f  to  deny  pub l i c  accessr r .
I  ca l fed  Mr .  Poncro f f  (MSHA)  on  May  20 ,  1987 ,  and  he  sa id -he  had  no t
been  no t i f i ed  o f  the  caved  a rea  by 'Co-Op.  He  sa id  he  wou ld  check
ou t  the  s i tua t ion  and  te lephone  the i r  observa t ions  and
recommendat ions  to  me by  May 29 ,  1987 .

Th is  [exposed undexground open ingr t  must  be  r rmanaged to .  p revent
ac id  o r  tox ic  d ra inage  f rom en te r ing  g round  and  sur face  v {a te rs ,
m in im ize  d is tu rbance  to  the  p reva i l i ng  hydro log ic  ba fance  and  insure
the  sa fe ty  o f  peop le ,  l i ves tbck ,  f i sh  and  w i Id I i fe ,  and  mach inery  in
the  mine  p lan  ad jacen t  a tear r  (UMC 8 I7 . l t ) .
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Memo to  Coa I  F i l e
ACT /015 /O25
May  2 I  r I 987

By v i r tue  o f  the  con f igu ra t lon  o f  the  open ing ,  i .e . ,  the re
is  a  l5 - foo t  ascen t  f rom the  mine  to  the  su r face ,  obv ious ly  no
watexs  w iL l  d ra in  f rom the  mine .  The  ma jo r  cons idera t ion  w i l l  be
preven t ion  o f  pub l i c  access .  Cha in  l i nk  shou ld  be  cons t ruc ted  to
deny  access  aLong  the  en t i re  t r caver r  a rea .  A  door  w i th  a  one-v {ay
lock  (access  on ly  f rom ins ide  the  m ine)  shou ld  be  bu i l t  i n to  the
fence .  A  s ign  mus t  be  pos ted  p roh ib i t i ng  the  en t rance  o f
unau thor i zed  persons .  The  debr i s  shou ld  be  c leanec l  up .  A  permanent
rec lamat ion  p lan  nrus t  be  submi t ted  wh ich  inc ludes  the  sea l ing  and
back f i l l i ng  p lan  and  recLamat ion  cos t  es t imate .

Add i t i ona l l y ,  a  r eques t
mus t  be  d rawn  on  t he  en t i r e  m ine
rev i  sed  ,  whe re  app rop r i a te  .

d j h
cc :  J .  V ' Jh i t ehead
9075R/18

fo r  t he  2C0- foo t  m in imum ba r r i e r
p l an  a rea  on  P la te  3 -4  and  t he  MRP


